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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Madeira Students Advance to Districts in STEM Competition 
 

Two Madeira fourth graders, two Madeira sixth graders, and a seventh grader from neighboring Mariemont 
teamed up to compete in the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) LEGO League 
STEM competition.  
 
The competition uses science, technology, engineering, and math concepts (STEM), plus a lot of imagination, to 
solve a problem. Participants develop critical thinking and team-building skills, basic STEM applications, and 
presentation skills, as they present their solutions to the problem to judges. They also practice discovery, 
teamwork and good sportsmanship. 
 
Madeira students Corinne Ellerbrock, Lexi Zubelick, Nate Wagner and Loran Zubelik, along with Mariemont 
student Jerry O'Hara were charged researching Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs), specifically focusing on over 
100 small CSOs in Hamilton County. With guidance from coaches Kathy Zubelik and Jenny Wagner, the team 
came up with a solution involving the creation of an extremely cheap but effective filter. Their solution also 
included setting up an "Adopt-A-CSO" program to involve the community with the maintenance of the filter. The 
students also had to design, build, and program an autonomous robot from LEGO MINDSTORMS®, which then 
competed against other teams’ on a table-top playing field. 
 
The team came home with a Project Award and placed third over all - high enough to advance to the district level 
competition in January. 
 
The FIRST LEGO League was founded in 1989 to inspire young people's interest and participation in science and 
technology. They design accessible, innovative programs that motivate young people to learn more about 
science, technology, engineering, and math in a fun atmosphere, while building self-confidence, knowledge, and 
life skills. 
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Pictured row 1 (l to r): Lexi 
Zubelik, Corinne Ellerbrock, Nate 
Wagner 
 
Row 2: Jenny Wagner, Loran 
Zubelik, Jerry O’Hara, Kathy 
Zubelik 
 


